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ABSTRACT : Natural fibres have wide range of application in the field of textiles, particularly in
the light of recent global inclination towards eco-friendly textiles. User friendly fabrics are gradually
gaining importance and consumers are continuously looking for bio-degradable and eco-friendly
textiles to preserve their natural environment, flora and fauna. The present study was carried out
to know the availability and utilization of non–conventional fibres in various agroclimatic zones of
Karnataka state. The results revealed that respondents utilized mesta and agave fibres for making
cordages, ropes for home or farm requirements and also sell the cordages. The farmers lose market
price significantly due to the reason that they do not undertake proper cleaning and grading of the
produce before sales, which is also one of the reasons for low price. Although pineapple, arecanut
and coconut are extensively grown in zone – 10, coconut husk was transported to nearby towns
and co-operative societies for fibre extraction. However, no reports of pineapple leaf fibre and
arecanut fibre extraction was found and are thrown as agricultural waste due to the improper
knowledge of fibre qualities, and lack of facilities for fibre extraction. Hence, there is need to study
the fibre qualities and produce variegated products for commercialazization.
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